Research Reflection Questionnaire
Shih-Hsin Wang's Lab — Application Document
For the thinking prompts under each question, writing guidelines, and the policy on AI tools, see the "Research Reflection Questionnaire" page on the website. One to three paragraphs is enough for most questions; extend the space as needed. When finished, convert this document to PDF and attach it to your application email.
Basic Information
Please give a stable, realistic estimate — no need to inflate your hours to signal commitment.
Role you are applying for (undergraduate project student / research assistant / MS student / PhD student):
Current school, department, and year, or current occupation:
Intended start date / collaboration period:
Approximate time you can reliably commit per week:
Concrete timeline goals (capstone, graduation, MS/PhD application, job, etc.), if any:
Questions
1. Why do you currently want to join the lab or try research?

2. Which parts of research attract you? Which parts might make you uneasy?

3. Describe a time when your idea, judgment, or approach later turned out to be flawed.

4. When you run into a problem you don't know how to solve, how do you usually start? (Please use a concrete example.)

5. Describe one ability you don't yet have, but may need to develop for research.

6. Choose one paper from this lab that interests you, and tell me your understanding of it and why you're interested. (Please read at least one of the lab's papers or related research.)

7. How might your past experience connect to the research you chose in the previous question?

8. What kind of guidance and feedback usually helps you move forward most?

9. When you disagree with the judgment of a teacher, mentor, or team member, how do you usually handle it? (Please use a concrete example.)

10. After reading "How We Do Research" on the website, which parts made you feel this might suit you? Which parts made you hesitant, concerned, or wanting to confirm further?

